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Database on Irregular Migration (http://irregular-migration.hwwi.net)

This website aims at increasing transparency in the field of irregular migration. The
database provides an inventory and a critical appraisal of data and estimates in the
European Union. Quantitative information is accompanied by substantial background
materials, both on issues of general concern and on the situation in individual
countries.

The database was created in the context of "CLANDESTINO: Counting the uncountable
i data and trends across Europe”, a project funded by the European Commission, DG
Research, Sixth Framework Programme (2007-2009) (http://clandestino.eliamep.gr/).
The Hamburg Institute of International Economics (HWWI) hosts the database and
aims at expanding and updating it in the coming years.
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1 Introduction®

Irregular migration is perceived as a threat to the European Union, and security concerns are
almost automatically attributed to it. Unauthorized migrants are often perceived as criminals,
violating not only immigration rules but disrespecting laws in general; irregularly working
migrants are perceived as a menace to the labour markets taking jobs away from the native
and the regular migrant population; asylum seekers and undocumented migrants are
perceived as illegitimate users of the welfare system, living in publicly financed shelters and

using services such as emergency health care while working in the shadow economy.

Researchers argue that the association between irregular migration and security is slackened
during economic upturns (Schroever et al. 2008: 25). Accordingly, the recent economic
downturn may create a prerequisite for an intensification of the discussion on irregular
migration from a security perspective. The economic downturn will probably promote the
image of young migrants willing to work in Europe under any conditions and traffickers
channelling them into illegal work. It is difficult to assess the impact of the economic downturn
on the scope of irregular migration. There are some attempts to project implications for male
and female irregular migrants taking employment opportunities into consideration: Men
employed in the construction sector are supposed to be more affected than women employed
in private households where a structural demand for work force exists (International
Organization for Migration 2009: 2; Frontex 2009: 25). This is one example for the need for a

more gender-oriented approach in dealing with irregular migration.

Generally, irregular migration is embedded in a political debate largely structured in a bipolar
manner (Bommes 2010: 157). From a humanitarian point of view, the severe life situation of
irregular migrants has drawn much attention. Activists combine it with the call for
guaranteeing them basic human rights. From a security point of view, irregular migration poses
a challenge to the nation state, and all measures including the effective provision of human
rights are regarded with respect to their effect on combating the phenomenon. This bipolarity
does not seem to apply to all subgroups of irregular migrants in the same manner. Women are
often perceived as ‘violated innocents’ whom the state offers protection while men are
considered ‘illegal immigrants’ who the state mostly punishes (Schroever et al. 2008: 11). Thus,

one could claim that the association between irregularity and security is highly gendered

(Chock 1991 cited in Schroever et al. 2008 |

















































